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with the reputation of being the most daring and dashing leader
of his time. Chatham had described his exploits in almost
dithyrambic letters to Lady Hester Stanhope: " Five times he
pressed the French infantry at the head of Elliott's; his horse
wounded under him, and a led horse behind him killed."*
In his last engagement he was seriously wounded. He recruited
his health after the war with a leisurely tour round the great
capitals of Europe, meeting and conversing with princes, artists,
men of letters, and philosophers. Voltaire was enchanted with
him, with his brilliancy, good fortune, modesty. On his visit
to the English Court in 1764 he became engaged to the Princess
Augusta, sister of George III. London received him with the
wildest enthusiasm; the people, Lady Chatham wrote, " almost
pulled down the house in which he was [Somerset House]
in order to see him." 2 As a marriage settlement, and in grati-
tude for his military services, the British Government endowed
him with a Parliamentary grant of £80,000 and an annuity of
£5000 charged upon the revenues of Ireland.3
The marriage of the Hereditary Prince of Brunswick into
the family of George III proved to be very unfortunate, for the
King's madness was shared by his sister. Of the four sons born
of the marriage the eldest is described as having been wellnigh
imbecile, the second an idiot, the third blind; the fourth, who
became a fine man, and succeeded to the duchy, was killed at
Quatre-Bras. There were two daughters. One became Duchess
of Wurtemberg; the other was Queen Caroline, the unfortunate
and ill-used wife of George IV of England. " Only private
persons," the Duke, Charles William Ferdinand, once said to
a friend, " are happy in the married state. One of my class
mustmarry according to certain conveniences, which is a most
unhappy thing. The heart has nothing to do with these mar-
riages, and the result is not only to embitter life, but also to
bring the most disastrous experience on those who come after.
1 Chatham, Correspondence, vol. ii, p. 10. Elliott's Light Dragoons are
now the *5th Hussars. Their commander. Colonel Elliott, was later Lord
Heathfield, the defender of Gibraltar.
* Ibid., vol. ii, p. 271.	a Fitzmaurice, op. tit., p. 15.

